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Chères et chers collègues, 

La Société des études mongoles et sibériennes vous envoie périodiquement les actualités de la recherche 
sur les études mongoles et sibériennes (événements, publications, nouveaux membres, soutenances de 
thèse et d’HDR…). Ces actualités ne sont absolument pas exhaustives et dépendent de ce que nous 
recevons, donc n’hésitez pas à nous faire parvenir les informations que vous souhaitez diffuser à l’adresse 
suivante : isacharleux@orange.fr 

Nous vous invitons également à consulter périodiquement le Site des Études mongoles et 
sibériennes : https://etudesmongolesetsiberiennes.fr/.  

Les précédentes lettres d’informations sont accessibles ici : 
https://etudesmongolesetsiberiennes.fr/lettre-sems/ 

N’hésitez pas à nous envoyer votre cotisation pour soutenir la Société des études mongoles et sibériennes, 
qui a notamment pour objectif de publier la collection « Nord-Asie », d’aider les jeunes chercheurs et 
d’organiser des manifestations sur la Mongolie et la Sibérie.  

Bien cordialement, 

Isabelle Charleux 

  

mailto:isacharleux@orange.fr
https://etudesmongolesetsiberiennes.fr/
https://etudesmongolesetsiberiennes.fr/lettre-sems/
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Séminaires et conférences  

4 février : Matthew King, « The Unjust King? The Great Fifth Dalai Lama’s Advice 
to the Tüšiyetü Qan » 

Matthew King (Professor of Buddhist Studies, University of California-Riverside) interviendra dans le cadre 
du Séminaire des études mongoles 2025 sur : « The Unjust King? The Great Fifth Dalai Lama’s Advice to 
the Tüšiyetü Qan »  

Abstract: In 1649, the Fifth Dalai Lama penned a letter to Tüšiyetü Qan Gombodorji, the father of the first 
Jebtsundamba Zanabazar and a Qalqa ruler who had become a devoted patron. In lines of verse 
titled A Garland of Mutilala (Tib. Mu thi la’i ‘phreng ba), the Dalai Lama provided Gombodorji with a 
comprehensive program to fortify his temporal power whilst traversing the path to enlightenment. He did 
so according to the formal features of subhāṣita and rājanīti: well-spoken advice on the moral affairs of 
governance. This paper explores the remarkable departures of this letter from received tradition, in 
particular the moral nihilism it promotes in the matters of state craft and its transformation of the “Two 
Systems” of unified secular and Dharmic power (Tib. lugs gnyis; Mong. qoyar yosu) into an individuated 
program for self-making. 

 

Séminaire des études mongoles 2025 

Séminaire des études mongoles, organisé par Isabelle Charleux, Grégory Delaplace & Laurent Legrain 

Horaire : Un mardi sur deux de 15h-17h  

Lieu : Campus Condorcet, salle 5.067 du bâtiment de recherche Nord. Il est également possible d'assister 
au séminaire en ligne 

Contacts : Isabelle Charleux (isacharleux@orange.fr), Grégory Delaplace (gregory.delaplace@ephe.psl.eu) 

 

Programme : 

Mardi 14 janvier : Isabelle Charleux, séminaire sur « Lieux saints et culture matérielle en Mongolie 
bouddhique, XVIe-XXe siècle » 

Mardi 28 janvier : Isabelle Charleux, séminaire sur « Lieux saints et culture matérielle en Mongolie 
bouddhique, XVIe-XXe siècle » 

Mardi 4 février : Matthiew King (Riverside University, California) : titre à venir 

Mardi 18 février : Veronica Gruca (EPHE) : « Qu’implique le fait d'être considéré comme une 'bonne 
personne' en Mongolie rurale? » 

Mardi 11 mars : Virginie Tellier (Université CY Cergy Paris Université) : « Les Kalmouks dans la littérature 
européenne » (titre provisoire) 

mailto:isacharleux@orange.fr
mailto:gregory.delaplace@ephe.psl.eu
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Mardi 25 mars : Jan Bemmann (University of Bonn) : « The Mongol Empire and its archaeological legacy - 
the state of research and current projects in Mongolia » 

Mardi 8 avril : Lhagvademchig Jadamba (National University of Mongolia) : « Caught in the Middle: 
Mongolia's Dilemma in the US-China Conflict Over the Next Dalai Lama » 

Mardi 29 avril : Anna Dupuy (LAS – EHESS) : « Habiter le monde avec ses déchets en Mongolie 
contemporaine » 

Mardi 13 mai : Charlotte Marchina (INALCO – IFRAE) : « Les études mongoles au Japon » (titre provisoire) 

Mardi 27 mai : Grégory Delaplace (EPHE) : titre à venir. 

 

 

MIASU Research Seminar 2024/25 

LENT TERM 2025 

Tuesdays 4.30 pm to 6.00 pm 

Seminars take place at the Mond seminar room, unless specified otherwise, and are live streamed via 
zoom – if you are on the mailing list, you will receive an invitation to attend the seminar with details to 
join via Zoom. Please note that there is no need to register for the seminars. 

If you are not on the mailing list, please contact miasu-admin@socanth.cam.ac.uk to join and to receive 
information about the seminars. 

  

Tuesday 28 January : Hedwig Waters (Palacky Úniversity) & Thomas White (Kings College London): Open 
Book Event 

Tuesday 11 February : Darig Thokmay (Visiting Scholar, MIASU, University of Cambridge): « Introduction 
of Research Materials About the Khoshut Mongols » 

Tuesday 25 February : Uranchimeg Ujeed (MIASU, University of Cambridge): « Cultural Heritage for Self-
healing: Reshaping of Shamanic Practice in Inner Mongolia » 

Tuesday 11 March : Yulia Savostina (Institute for the Science of Religion, University of Bern): « Epics, 
Memory, and Resistance: Stories of Buddhist Protectors in Times of Uncertainty » 

The MIASU research seminar programme, is now available to view here: Current Research Seminar 
Programme | Mongolia and Inner Asia Studies Unit 

mailto:miasu-admin@socanth.cam.ac.uk?subject=message%20via%20website
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/book-event-28-january-hedwig-waters-thomas-white
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/book-event-28-january-hedwig-waters-thomas-white
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/miasu-research-seminar-11-february-darig-thokmay
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/miasu-research-seminar-11-february-darig-thokmay
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/miasu-research-seminar-25-february-uranchimeg-ujeed
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/miasu-research-seminar-25-february-uranchimeg-ujeed
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/miasu-research-seminar-11-march-yulia-sarostina
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/miasu-research-seminar-11-march-yulia-sarostina
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/current-research-seminar-programme
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/current-research-seminar-programme
https://www.miasu.socanth.cam.ac.uk/events/current-research-seminar-programme
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4-5 avril 2025: Conference “Caring for the Dead” 

Faculty CONFERENCE convened by Professors Jonathan BRACK, Sean HANRETTA, and Akin OGUNDIRAN 
on “Caring for the Dead: Ancestor Veneration, Religious Encounters, and the State in the Mongol Empire 
and Africa”—Friday and Saturday, April 4-5, 2025. 

 

Description of the workshop:  

This unique workshop seeks to explore the merits of a comparative approach to the historical and 
archeological study of elite practices concerning the dead and their remains in the medieval African and 
Mongol imperial contexts, and consider their modern and contemporary resonances. In both cases, the 
veneration of the dead of key ancestral lines was central to the reproduction and reaffirmation of social 
cohesion, political power, and the accumulation of material wealth and social resources. The workshop 
will bring into conversation archeologists, bioarcheologists, historians, art historians, and religious studies 
experts, who broadly study burial practices, ancestor veneration, religious afterlives, and political 
formations in Africa and within Mongol Eurasia. While the workshop focuses on Africa and Mongol Eurasia 
during the period identified as “late medieval,” we are also interested in expanding our temporal 
perspective and considering ancestor worship, rituals, and the state during the 19th and 20th centuries in 
both Mongolia and Africa.  

 

Programme: 

Friday, APRIL 4 

9 a.m. Welcome by CCHS Director Amy Stanley; opening remarks by conference conveners 

9:30-11 a.m. Panel 1 

Paper 1: Stephen Dueppen, “Autonomy, States, and Ancestors: The Role of Ancestor Veneration in the 
Political History of Central West Africa.” 

Paper 2: Christopher Atwood, “Landscapes and Ancestors: Sacred Mountains and Numbered Rivers in the 
Mongol Empire.” 

11-11:30 a.m. Break 1 

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Panel 2 

Paper 3: Dagmar Schäfer, “Torn from Life: Rethinking Knowledge and Skills in 12th-14th Century East Asia.” 

Paper 4: Alicia R. Ventresca-Miller, “Death and Ritual in the Northern Realms of the Mongol Empire.” 

1-2 p.m. Lunch break 

2-3:30 p.m. Panel 3 

Paper 5: Chapurukha M. Kusimba & Sibel B. Kusimba, “Caring and Memorializing Ancestors in Medieval 
East Africa.” 



5 

 

Paper 6: Isabelle Charleux, “Managing the Dead: Practices Surrounding the Deceased in Mongolia from 
the Late 16th to Early 20th Century.” 

3:30-4 p.m. Break 2 

4-5:30 p.m. KEYNOTE lecture 

Florence Bernault, “The postmortem life of objects: two cases of succession and murder in colonial Africa.” 

Reception to follow. 

 

Saturday, APRIL 5 

9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. Panel 1 

Paper 7: Aurelia Campbell, “The Body in the Tomb: On the Treatment of the Corpse in Yuan Burials.” 

Paper 8: Dil Singh Basanti, “Building Belief on Histories of Care in Medieval Ethiopia (1000-1400 AD).” 

~10 minutes break~ 

Paper 9: Bryan K. Miller, “Materializing syncretic practices in the far reaches of the Mongol Empire.” 

12-1 p.m. Lunch break 

1-2:30 p.m. Panel 2 

Paper 10: Dotno Pount, “Charisma Maintenance: honoring the ancestors in the Mongol Yuan court and 
the Cult of Chinggis Khan.” 

Paper 11: Jonathan Brack, “Ancestorial Anxieties and Islamic Iconoclasm: Buddhist Temples, Muslim 
Converts, and the Fate of the Cult in Mongol Iran.” 

2:30-2:45 p.m. Break 

2:45-3:15 p.m. Concluding discussion 

Akin Ogundiran and Sean Hanretta 

 

Link : https://historicalstudies.northwestern.edu/events/conferences/Conference%201.html 

  

https://historicalstudies.northwestern.edu/events/conferences/Conference%201.html
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4-5 avril 2025: conference « Community Histories, Environment and Mobile 
Pastoralism in Inner Asia  
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See the online link to the call for paper: https://viet.phil.muni.cz/aktualne/clanky/call-for-papers-
community-histories-environment-and-mobile-pastoralism-in-inner-asia 

 

8-9 avril 2025 : Fifth International Conference on Aspects of Mongolian 
Buddhism 

We kindly invite you to the Fifth International Conference on Aspects of Mongolian Buddhism held on 8-9 
April 2025: Textual Tradition of Mongolian Buddhism: Written and Oral Traditions 

Organizers 

- Department of Mongolian and Inner Asian Studies, ELTE Eötvös Loránd University 

- Research Centre for Mongolian Studies, ELTE Eötvös Loránd University 

In collaboration with partner institutions from Hungary and Mongolia. 

Please register by 7 January 2025 by sending your name, affiliation, title and abstract in 150 words 
to mongol@btk.elte.hu. If you need an invitation letter for the visa, please let us know. 

https://viet.phil.muni.cz/aktualne/clanky/call-for-papers-community-histories-environment-and-mobile-pastoralism-in-inner-asia
https://viet.phil.muni.cz/aktualne/clanky/call-for-papers-community-histories-environment-and-mobile-pastoralism-in-inner-asia
mailto:mongol@btk.elte.hu
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In 2025, we celebrate the 90th anniversary of Professor György Kara’s birth (1935–2022) and the 75th 
anniversary of the establishment of Hungarian-Mongolian diplomatic relations. We wish to contribute to 
these events by organizing the Fifth International Conference on Aspects of Mongolian Buddhism on 8–9 
April 2025. The conference is organized by the Department of Mongolian and Inner Asian Studies and 
Research Centre for Mongolian Studies, ELTE Eötvös Loránd University with partner institutions from 
Hungary and Mongolia. 

Following the success of the conferences “Mongolian Buddhism: Past, Present and Future” in 2015, 
“Mongolian Buddhism in Practice” in 2017, “Mongolian Buddhism: Tradition and Innovation” in 2019, 
“Mongolian Buddhism: Animals, Plants and Bioethics” in 2022, the fifth international conference is for 
scholars and monks to present their work on any aspect of the textual tradition of Mongolian Buddhism. 
This can cover history, philosophy, education, monasticism, rituals, folklore and folk religion, and any other 
fields related to Mongolian Buddhism’s textual tradition preserved in written form or oral narratives. 

The tradition of Mongolian Buddhism traces back centuries, and Buddhist teachings and practices exist in 
both written and oral forms. The aim of the conference is to reveal the wide diversity of Mongolian 
Buddhism’s textual tradition. The conference will focus on the Buddhism of Mongols living in the present 
area of Mongolia and the beliefs and practices of Mongols living in China, Russia, or other places where 
Mongols settled. The distinctiveness of Mongolian Buddhism compared to the Buddhist corpus in general 
will be revealed through the presentations. The scientific papers will be published in book format. 

Renowned Hungarian Orientalist, Mongolist and philologist, Professor György Kara (1935−2022), 
corresponding member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, head of the Department of Inner Asian 
Studies at ELTE Eötvös Loránd University and the Research Group for Altaic Studies of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences for decades, was a pioneer in the research of the “Books of the Mongolian Nomads” 
and laid an emphasis on different scripts, eminent polymaths, and philological research of Mongolian 
texts. Presentations concerning Professor György Kara’s oeuvre, research topics, and philology are also 
warmly welcome. 

The main languages of the conference are English, Mongolian and Russian. 

The organizers will provide refreshments during the conference. Travelling and accommodation should be 
organized individually. If you need assistance regarding accommodation possibilities, please ask the 
organizers. 

An escorted visit to the Oriental Collection of the Library and Information Centre of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences would be organized in the afternoon on 7 April 2025. The first day of the conference, 
8 April 2025 will take place at ELTE Eötvös Loránd University, and Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed 
Church in Hungary will host the panels of the second day, 9 April 2025. 

Please note that the conference ‟Community Histories, Environment and Mobile Pastoralism in Inner Asia” 
will take place at Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia on 4−5 April 2025. 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Budapest at Eötvös Loránd University. 

 On behalf of the organizing committee: 

Ágnes Birtalan, head of the department and the research centre 

https://www.innerasia.hu/event/mongolian-buddhism-conference-2025/ 

 

https://www.innerasia.hu/event/mongolian-buddhism-conference-2025/
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Publication 

Nous sommes heureuses de vous annoncer la parution de l'ouvrage collectif Construire l'Autre. Regards 
croisés sur les productions de missionnaires chrétiens en terres lointaines que nous avons eu le plaisir de 
diriger. 

 
Cette publication réunit des travaux de chercheurs et chercheuses 
francophones et Anglophones travaillant sur les productions de missionnaires 
chrétiens entre 1830 et 1970 en diverses régions du monde (Asie, Afrique et 
Océanie). Dans une perspective d’anthropologie historique, les sources 
produites par les missionnaires sont approchées comme des données 
empiriques, porteuses à la fois d’un discours émique et de contextes 
intellectuels historiques. Ces sources permettent d’appliquer un regard réflexif 
sur l’histoire, qui passe par leur relecture critique. C’est dans l’optique d’abord 
de questionner le contexte et le contenu de ces productions missionnaires, 
puis de leur (re)donner une place dans le milieu scientifique que cette 
publication est envisagée. C’est aussi en tant qu’objet que ces sources, qui sont 
produites avec leurs propres attentes et contraintes, sont appréhendées. Les 
différentes contributions permettent de comprendre les perceptions 
missionnaires de terres considérées comme lointaines, de questionner le lien 
entre colonisation et mission et de porter un regard réflexif sur les sources 
produites en ces contextes. 

 

 

L'ouvrage est en vente sur le site de l'éditeur Peter Lang : Construire l’Autre - Peter Lang Verlag 

Il inclut deux chapitres sur la Sibérie, et deux sur l'Asie : 

Jean Michaud : « Rivalité, contournement, et désirs de science. Missionnaires ethnographes sur la 
frontière sino-tonkinoise au tournant du xxe siècle » 

Marc Lebranchu : « Les missionnaires chrétiens face aux religions de la Chine : reconnaître ou discréditer 
l’Autre ? » 

Clément Jacquemoud : « De Macaire à Macaire : les autochtones du sud sibérien au prisme des activités 
de la Mission Orthodoxe Altaïenne » 

Jean-Luc Lambert : « Dépasser les bornes : une chronique missionnaire essentielle pour appréhender un 
système religieux autochtone ». 

 

  

https://www.peterlang.com/document/1548522
https://www.peterlang.com/document/1548522
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Call for papers 

Conference ‘Justice’ and ‘Legality’ in Imperial and Post-Imperial Spaces 1-3 May 2025  
Venue: Ilia State University, Tbilisi, Georgia (to be confirmed)  

Deadline for submission of applications: 31 January 2025 

The focus is on Justice and Legality in Imperial and Post-Imperial Spaces, with a geographical focus 

on Eurasia/West Asia/South Asia. See the call for details. The deadline for abstracts is 31 January, and 

we hope to be able to confirm participation by the end of February. 

The JUSTIMINO research group at ZMO is hosting a conference in Tbilisi, Georgia, in early May, and you 

are all welcome to circulate the call. 

 
While there is no set definition of the ‘rule of law’, with over half a dozen indices competing for recognition 
and influence, many nineteenth and twentieth-century empires and post-imperial spaces would not score 
high on any of these. And yet, the notions of legality and justice greatly mattered in them. Political and 
cultural elites invoked these notions as much as ordinary people, with outcomes that could not be scripted. 
While existing literature has addressed legality and justice mostly in histories of intellectual opposition to 
authoritarian rule and in studies of state policy (focusing, for example, on imperial reform, or on ‘socialist 
legality’), there is little recognition of how important and instrumental they both were to the struggles of 
ethnic and religious minorities. We understand ‘minority’ not primarily in numerical terms but following 
legal scholarship on ‘minority protection’, as an experience of being dominated by powerful ‘Others’. 

This conference seeks to track these struggles in the Russian Empire, the Soviet Union, its successor states 
and a range of adjacent regions (especially West Asia and South Asia). Non-Russians made up over half of 
the population in late imperial Russia (thus constituting a numerical majority, if taken together) and just 
under 50% of people in the Soviet Union. Whereas religion was one of the key determinants of rights, 
privileges, and obligations in the empire, ‘nationality’ understood in ethnic terms replaced religious 
affiliation in this capacity under socialism. Just as religion greatly affected access to places of residence, 
occupation, and education in the imperial period, nationality did so under Soviet rule – and in some cases 
continues to do so, albeit indirectly or covertly. Being part of a religious or ethnic community other than 
the dominant one could mean open or subtle forms of discrimination. Yet, such discrimination was neither 
automatic, nor did it go unchallenged. 

This conference therefore explores the ways in which ethnic and religious minorities, from the mid-
nineteenth century to the present, invoked and employed ‘legality’ and ‘justice’ to further and enforce 
their rights. It asks to what extent the political orders allowed, even encouraged, them to do so, even if 
the debate and activism thus invited could help to erode their authority. What is more, ‘minorities’ were 
also represented among the political and cultural elites, from imperial lawyers to party officials. Thus, the 
three-day conference looks at minority actors from both ‘above’ and ‘below’, as participants in policy-
making and public debate, as judges and litigants, and as activists. What did non-dominant religious or 
national minorities expect when they called on ‘justice’ and ‘legality’ (or rather: ‘injustice’ and ‘illegality’)? 
More importantly, to which degree did this strategy help them defend their rights? 

The research aims to answer questions that include (but are not limited to) the following:  
- In what ways did elites and ordinary people understand and articulate the ‘rule of law’, ‘legality’ and 
‘justice’ in their respective socio-political contexts?  
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- How did religious and ethnic minorities invoke justice and legality in their appeals to authority? What 
did they want, and what did they achieve?  

- What did these diverse groups expect when navigating the constraints imposed by authoritarian regimes?  

Please submit your CV and abstract of up to 500 words, including information on your research 
methodology, to Maija.Susarina@zmo.de. You will receive an acknowledgement of receipt and within 4 
weeks, you will be informed about your participation in the conference. The venue will be confirmed at 
the end of February (please note that due to the current political situation in Georgia, the venue may have 
to be moved to another country in the region, such as Armenia or Turkey).  

Some funding is available to cover the travel costs of applicants (transport, accommodation), with funding 
priority given to scholars from the region, and PhD students.  

The conference papers are designed to be published in a special issue or edited volume, upon the 
necessary revisions, and should therefore not be under consideration for publication elsewhere.  

Important Dates:  
Deadline for submission of abstracts: 31 January 2025  
Decisions on abstracts: by 28 February 2025  
Conference dates: 1-3 May 2025  
Proposed conference venue: Ilia State University, 3/5, K. Cholokashvili Ave., F Building, Office F.404, 
Tbilisi, 0162, Georgia  
Conference organizers: PD Dr. Stefan Kirmse, Senior Research Fellow, Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient 
[ZMO], Berlin, Germany; Prof. Dr. Oliver Reisner, Ilia State University  
Contact information: Maija.Susarina@zmo.de  

This conference is funded by the European Research Council. 

 

Formation de tibétain à distance 

L'Inalco lance à la rentrée 2025 un programme de cours à distance de tibétain dit "commun" ou "standard", 
destiné à tous ceux qui souhaitent débuter l'apprentissage de cette langue.  

Cette formation d’une durée d’un an, entièrement en ligne, est conçue pour les personnes sans 
connaissances préalables de la langue. Elle permet d’acquérir les bases écrites et parlées du tibétain 
commun. Les cours sont dispensés par des enseignants qualifiés et expérimentés, diplômés en langue et 
civilisation tibétaines. 

Un programme détaillé ainsi que les modalités d’inscription sont disponibles sur notre 
site : https://www.inalco.fr/diplome-distance-en-tibetain 

Nous espérons que cette nouvelle formation suscitera votre intérêt et nous serons ravis de répondre à 
toute question concernant notre formation. 

Service Coordination des Formations 

INALCO 

https://www.inalco.fr/diplome-distance-en-tibetain
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Cotisation à la SEMS 

La Société des Études mongoles et sibériennes 

La Société des Études mongoles et sibériennes est une association régie par la loi du 1er juillet 1901 et le 
décret du 16 août 1901, fondée par Roberte Hamayon en 2013. Elle a son siège au Centre d’études 
mongoles et sibériennes (54 boulevard Raspail, 75006, Paris). Depuis le 20 décembre 2023, elle est 
présidée par Anne Dalles Maréchal et Clément Jacquemoud, avec comme secrétaire Isaline Saunier, et 
trésorier Robin Toublan. 

La SEMS a pour but de promouvoir la connaissance de la Mongolie et de la Sibérie (Asie septentrionale), 
rassembler les chercheurs spécialistes de ces régions, contribuer à la diffusion et à la valorisation de leurs 
travaux par des publications scientifiques et d’ouverture au grand public, par la mise au point d’une base 
de données électroniques et par des manifestations (conférences, événements culturels). 

La SEMS contribue au financement de la collection papier Nord-Asie, supplément à la revue Études 
mongoles & sibériennes, centrasiatiques & tibétaines. Elle finance par ailleurs l’hébergement du site 
des Études mongoles et sibériennes. 

Pour devenir membre de la SEMS (cotisation annuelle 20 €, étudiants 15 €), veuillez vous adresser à Robin 
Toublan : robin.toublan@gmail.com 

https://journals.openedition.org/emscat/
https://journals.openedition.org/emscat/
mailto:robin.toublan@gmail.com

